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Prudens futuri temporis exitum 
Caliginofa noéte premit Deus, 
Ridetque, fi mortals ultra 
Fas trepidat. Hor. 


2 T is not eafy for the mind of man to recover 
itfelf from any extraordinary panic which 
Me has once feized it: for this reafon we can- 





prehenfions occafioned by the late dreadful earthquakes, 
fhould be led to conjure up new terrors, and alarm them- 
felves with imaginary dangers, Their fears interpret every 
common incident, and even the change of weather, as figns 
of approaching deftruction: if the day be calm and ferene, 
{uch (they fay) is the ufual fore-runner of a fhock; or if the 

Voxt. II. li night 











656 Th CONNOISSEUR. No. 109. 


night prove tempeftuous, they can hardly perfuade them- 
felves that it is only the wind which rocks their houfes. 
With this propenfity to entertain any unreafonable dread 
about future events, it is no wonder, that weak minds 
fhould be further worked upon by little dablers in philofo- 
phy; who having gleaned a few barren fcraps from the 
Magazines, prefume even to foretell the diffolution of the 
world by the Comet which will appear in 1758. Swift, in 
his Voyage to Laputa, hasa paflage fo very appofite to thefe 
idle pretenders to fcience, that I fhall beg leave to tranfcribe it. 


“ TueEse people (fays he) are under continual difqui- 
“‘ etudes, never enjoying a minute’s peace of mind; and 
** their difturbances proceed from caufes, which very little 
** affect the reft of mortals. Their apprehenfions arife from 
** feveral changes they dread in the celeftial bodies. For 
*« inftance, that the earth by the continual approaches of 
*‘ the fun towards it muft in courfe of time be abforbed, or 
*« fwallowed up. That the face of the fun will by degrees 
** be encrufted with its own effluvia, and give no more light 
**to the world. That the earth very narrowly cfcaped a 
“ bruh from the laft comet, which would have infallibly 
* reduced it to afhes; and that the next, which they have 
“* calculated for one and thirty years hence, will probably de- 
“ ftroy us. For, if in its perihelion it fhould approach with- 
** ina certain degree of the fun (as by their calculations they 
“« have reafons to dread) it will receive a degree of heat ten 
«¢ thoufand times more intenfe, than that of red hot glowing 
** iron; and, in its abfence from the fun carry a blazing tail 
“ten hundred thoufand and fourteen miles long; through 
*« which if the earth fhould pafs at the diftance of one hun- 
‘dred thoufand miles fromthe nucleus, or majn body of 
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“the comet, it muft in its paflage be fet on fire, and re- 
“duced toafhes. That the fun, daily fpending its rays 
** without any nutriment to fupply them, will at laft be 
«< wholly confumed and annihilated ; which muft be attend- 
«ed with the deftruction of this earth and of all the planets 
« that receive their light from it. 


*« Tey are fo perpetually alarmed with the apprehenfions 
“* of thefe, and the like impending dangers, that they can 
*¢ neither fleep quietly in their beds, nor have any relifh for 
** the common pleafures or amufements of life. When they 
‘© meet an acquaintance in the morning, the firft queftion is 
“ about the fun’s health, how he looked at his fetting and 
** rifing, and what hopes they have to avoid the ftroke of an 
‘* approaching comet. ‘This converfation they are apt to 
‘‘ run into with the fame temper, that boys difcover to hear 
“terrible ftories of fpirits and hobgoblins, which they 
‘* greedily liften to, and dare not go to bed for fear.” 


Let us therefore banifh from our thoughts all fuch vain 
notions, and let us fortify our minds with a true fenfe of 
religion, which will teach us to rely on the protection of 
that providence, which has hitherto preferved us. It is 
with great pleafure, that I remarked the unanimous concur- 
rence of all ranks of people, in obferving the late folemn 
Faft, as a neceffary act of humiliation, to avert the wrath 
and vengeance of heaven, and to call down its mercies upon 
us: nor do I doubt, but the approaching Seafon will awaken 
in us the fame ferious attention to our duty ; that we may 
not feem to have barely complied with a ftated form, or to 
have been affected with the thort-lived piety of a fingle day. 
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Ir is true, indeed, that no perfons do more prejudice to 
the caufe of religion, than they who cloud its genuine 
chearfulnefs with the gloom of fuperftition, and are apt to 
confider every common accident that befalls us, as a judg- 
ment. They cloath religion in the moft terrifying habit, and 
(as it were, drefs it up in all the horrors of the Inquifition. 
Thefe people are much to be pitied ; and it is to be withed, 
that their miftaken piety could be better regulated.’ But 
there is another fet of men of a different turn, more nume- 
rous and much more dangerous to the community, who 
treat every act of religion as a jeft, and hold its moft facred 
ordinances in contempt. Set forms and ceremonies, though 
they have no effential virtue in themfelves, are yet indifpen- 
fably requifite to keep alive in us a quick fenfe of our duty. 
It muft be allowed, indeed, that if a man could conftantly 
employ his mind in holy meditations, exercife the virtues, 
and believe the myfteries of our religion, he would be a 
true Chriftian, though he never complied with any outward 
forms, or fe much as repeated a fingle prayer. But it is 
manifeft from experience, that thofe who negle¢t the ordi- 
nances, neglect alfo the duties of a Chriftian ; and the leaft 
reflection on the human mind will convince us, that fome 
external rites are neceflary to fettle the wandering ideas, and 
to fix the attention on its proper object. The fervent re- 
petition of a prayer is apt to infpire us with love and gra- 
titude towards the Derry, and kindles the {parks of devo- 
tion within us: and it is eafy to conceive, that if the cele- 
bration of public worfhip was neglected among us only for 
one year, it would be a more fatal blow to religion than all 
the weak attacks of infidels and free-thinkers, No argu- 
ments, therefore, could be more ill-grounded than the ob- 
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jections of thofe people, who confidered the appointment of 
the late folemn faft as ufelefs and unneceflary. 


But though forms may be faid to compofe the body, 4 
good life is the foul of religion, without which the reft is 
but a dead mafs. The moft rigid compliance with every 
ordinance of the Church, if it has no influence on our con- 
du, is rather a folemn mockery than an attonement for our 
offences : as they, who receive the bread and wine without 
a firm refolution to lead a new life, are faid to eat and drink 
their own damnation: Wherefore, a ftri&t obfervance of 
this or that particular day is not a fufficient difcharge of our 
duty, except it ferve to rouze us from the lethargy of fin, to 
awaken in us a defire of becoming worthy the protection of 
the ALMIGHTY, by animating our faith, amending our lives, 
and working in us a repentance of our tranfgreffions. Thus 
the Lord’s Day is not merely fet apart for devotion, with an 
unlimited licence to wickednefs all the reft of the week ; 
but our being particularly exercifed in acts of piety for one 
day, is calculated to ftrengthen our virtue, and to give 
a tincture of ‘religion to our whole conduct through the 
other fix. 


Tuese confiderations I have thought fit to lay before the 
reader, as preparatory to another folemn Faft ordained by 
the Church: and if the obfervance of this fhould be neg- 
lected or flightly paffed over, may we not conclude, that 
our fenfe of religion is only in proportion to our fenfe of 
danger? As for thofe, who require conftantly to be fright- 
ened into their duty, J will for once venture to commence 
prophet : and let them be affured that my predictions will in- 
fallibly come to pafs. There is a danger, more certain than an 
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Earthquake or a Comet, which will inevitably overwhelm 
us; from which we cannot poffibly guard ourfelves, and 
which perhaps is even now at our doors. This danger I 
cannot better fet forth, than in the alarming words of a ce- 
lebrated French preacher. ‘“ I know a man (and I will 
** point him out prefently) who is now in this church ; a 
“* man, in perfect health ; a man, in the flower of his age : 
“* And yet this man, perhaps before next Sunday, perhaps by 
“* to-morrow, will be in his grave. This man, my dear 
** brethren, is Myfelf who fpeak to you, it is You who 
“ hear me,” 
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